
Sergeant Robert Walker Leggat©  
Regimental number: 8442 
9th Battalion, Cameronians (Scottish Rifles) 
  
born: 1886–died: 29 or 30 March 1916  
 
Sergeant Robert Leggat1 was born in 18892 in Barony, Glasgow, Lanarkshire.3 When he died in 
France in 1916, Robert left a wife and four children.  
 
Robert’s parents came from Ireland. His father, Thomas, married Jane Walker in the parish church 
of Dromore, County Down, on 12 January 1875. At the time, Thomas, like his own father, was a 
weaver.4 Their first children were born in Ireland—a daughter, Hargate, was born on 25 September 
18765 and a son, Joseph, on 4 December 1878.6 At some point between 1878 and 1884, the family 
moved to Scotland. A third child, Robert Samuel, was probably born in about 1881 and he died in 
Scotland in 1886.7 They then had at least four more children born in Scotland:  
 
• John Gibson (born in 1884, but died the following year)8 
• Robert (born in 1886)9 
• Mary Jane (born in 1889)10 
• Isabelle (born in 1893)11 

 
Robert was born at 41 Burnside Street, off Garscadden Street, in Glasgow. His father was now a 
labourer at an iron foundry.12 As a young child, Robert lived at 10 Roslin Place in Glasgow.13 In 
1901, the family was still on Roslin Place. Robert was now a messenger and his older brother 
Joseph had joined his father at the iron foundry.14 Two years later, Thomas died of broncho-
pneumonia, cardiac debility and diarrhea. He died at home on Roslin Place on 20 August 1903.15 
Shortly after, Robert’s mother was living at 5 Swan Lane in Glasgow.16  
 
Robert married Sarah Fawkes on 26 February 1906—when he was just 20—at the Milton Parish 
Church in Glasgow.17 His wife was just 17. He was in the militia when he married: a private in the 
2nd Battalion of the Scottish Rifles, living in the barracks at Maryhill, Glasgow. Robert had enlisted 
in 1904, joining the 26th Foot (Scottish Rifles) (regimental number 5201) in Glasgow. At the age of 
18, Robert was 5’ 6¼” tall and had a fresh complexion, blue eyes and light brown hair.  
 
A few years after his marriage, Robert was a city cleaning labourer and may have remained there18 
until he enlisted in the 9th Battalion of the Scottish Rifles. In 1911, he and his family were living at 
251 Nuneaton Street in Glasgow. By the time the war began, Robert and Sarah had four children:  
 
• Robert (born on 29 November 1906) 
• Jane Walker (born on 14 October 1908) 
• William (born on 11 July 1912) 
• Alexander (born on 25 August 1914)19 

 
They may have had a fifth child, Sarah Fields, who was born in 1911 but died shortly after.20 Their 
last child was born just one week before Robert went to France as a private with the 9th Battalion, 
Cameronians (Scottish Rifles).21 He rose through the ranks to become a sergeant.22 
 
In late March 1916, his battalion was stationed near Le Bizet, near Armentières, in northern France. 
The battalion had been relieved by the 10th Battalion of the Highland Light Infantry on 24 March 



and went into billets. The soldiers still engaged in working parties at night. Nothing particular 
happened on 29 March but, the following day, Le Bizet was bombed in the afternoon, just before 
Robert’s battalion relieved the Highland Light Infantry on the night of 30 March. At the time, No. 1 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station was stationed in Bailleul. It is not known when Robert was 
injured, but he died of a head wound at the station on 29 or 30 March.23 
 
A casualty clearing station was a military medical unit behind the front lines, usually located near 
transportation. Casualties who did not soon die or could not be adequately treated in the clearing 
station were stabilized before being transported to a field or military hospital.24  
 
Robert was buried on 30 March in Bailleuil Communal Cemetery Extension, Nord (Plot II, Row B, 
Grave 46).  
 
The chaplain wrote to both Robert’s wife and father to notify them of his death. His wife was living 
at 188 Preston Street in, Bridgton, Glasgow. Since his father had died many years before the war, 
the letter likely went to his mother Jane at 99 Ayr Street in Springburn, Glasgow.25 
 
After Robert’s death, Sarah was living at 3 Stophill Place in Glasgow.26 His mother Jane was a 
dependent and living at 158 Morrin Street in Glasgow. 
 
Robert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).27  
 
No information was found on the lives of Robert’s siblings after 1901 or his children after his death. 
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