Private William Arthur Light©
Regimental number: 514144
2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles

born: 26 March 1899-died: 2 October 1918

Private William Arthur Light was the only son of, and named after, his father, William Arthur Mark
Light, and his wife, the former Laura Sarah Pugh. He was born on 26 March 1899 in Paddington,
Westminster, London, and baptized on 23 July at St Paul’s Church.! Both his parents were born in
1874—William Sr. in St Pierre Port, Guernsey, in the Channel Islands on 11 September 18742 and
Laura Sarah in Clerkenwell, London, on 28 July 1874.3

When William Sr. was a little boy, the family left the Channel Islands and moved to Wales.* His
father had been a quarryman in Guernsey and became a mason’s labourer in Wales. The family
moved to London before William Sr. married Laura on 4 June 1898, also at St Paul’s.5 In 1901, he
and Laura were living at 5 Thorngate Road, Paddington, where William Sr. was a wood paviour (he
laid wooden blocks for a road surface®é).”

The family immigrated to Canada in 19058 but returned to England five years later. They left from
Montreal, arriving in Liverpool on 25 June 1910 on the SS Tunisian. By then William Sr. was a
butcher.® In the spring of 1911, the family was living at 415 Wightman Road in Hornsey North,
London. William Sr. was working on his own as a general grocer and his wife was helping with the
business. William, aged 12, was in school.10 They returned to Canada a year later, leaving Liverpool,
again on the SS Tunisian, arriving in Quebec City as returning Canadians, on 23 June 1912.11

They went back to Toronto, where William Sr. was a caretaker. Sadly, he died of myocarditis less
than a year later. He died on 22 April 191312 and was buried in Mount Pleasant Cemetery two days
later, in a plot purchased by William Sr.’s cousin, Richard Meech.

The family remained in Toronto and Laura worked in dry goods for a time.13 When William left
school, he had been involved with the YMCA, where he had been awarded a lifesaving medal. He
had also worked with Richard Meech, who owed a butcher shop on Yonge Street in Toronto.14
Decades later the shop was still there and described as:

... one of those quaint little long-and-narrow stores with sawdust scattered on the floor,
and big sides of beef and pork suspended from heavy hooks down one wall.15

William was living with his family in Toronto, at 2259 Yonge Street, when he enlisted in the
Canadian Expeditionary Force.16 When he signed up on 5 March 1917, he claimed that he was born
in 1898, making him 18 years and 11 months old. In fact, he was just short of 18 years of age. He
was a salesman, 5’ 672" tall and had a medium complexion, blue eyes and brown hair.

He sailed from Halifax on the SS Justice on 3 May 1917 —this would be William'’s fourth
transatlantic crossing in 12 years—arriving in Liverpool 11 days later. From there he was taken
first to the military camp in Chisledon, Wiltshire, and then to the Canadian camp at Witley, Surrey,
where he joined the 198th Battalion. He appears to have remained in England until March of the
following year—perhaps because of his age. He joined the 2nd Canadian Mounted Rifles (CMR) and
went to France on 9 March 1918. He joined his unit on 26 March 1918—his 19th birthday.



He was wounded just six months later. At the end of September 1918, the 2nd CRM was near Arras,
in northern France.l” The battalion was in the trenches between 12 and 19 September. After it was
relieved by the 7th Battalion of the Middlesex Regiment, the 2nd CRM moved by train to Wanquetin,
13 kilometres west of Arras. There the soldiers attended a church parade, had clothing and kit
inspections and engaged in training.

On the 26th, the battalion proceeded by train and on foot to Riencourt-les-Cagnicourt, southeast of
Arras. There, five sappers from the Canadian Engineers helped them search for German mines and
booby traps. On 27 and 28 September, the battalion moved to Inchy and then back to Bourlon
Village. From the morning of the 29th, the battalion was engaged in multiple engagements that
were part of the Allied forces Hundred Days’ Offensive that eventually lead to the armistice in
November. The 2nd CRM suffered a lot of casualties on 29 September and the battle continued the
following day. Not including the battalion headquarters, at the end of the month, the strength of the
battalion was estimated at 7 officers and 180 Other Ranks. At the beginning of the month there had
been 29 officers and 576 Other Ranks.
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He was admitted to No. 1 CCCS on 30 September 1918 with
gunshot wounds to his abdomen and right elbow. He died
two days later, as the CCCS chaplains’ journal notes.
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No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and

was stationed near Duisans for two months. As a result of the serious and urgent nature of the cases
admitted to No. 1 CCCS, the death rate was high in October—a total of 83 deaths occurred during
the month.2!

His mother Laura was still living at 2259 Yonge Street and a telegram was sent to her on 9 October
1918 to notify her of her son’s death. The death was announced in the Toronto Star on 18 October.22
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William was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre). His mother had the following
inscription included on his gravestone:

GREATER LOVE HATH NO MAN
THAT HE LAY DOWN HIS LIFE
FOR HIS FRIENDS

In 1921, Laura had moved to 456 Lansdowne Avenue and was living alone.23 She died in Toronto on
3 May 1948.

The son of William Sr.’s cousin Richard Meech, also called Richard and also a butcher, served in the
Great War (regimental number 3039062), but he survived.24 Like his cousin, Richard Jr. was born in
England—on 9 February 1891 in Bristol. He and his family came to Canada in 1895.25 He enlisted in
May 1918 and was initially expected to go England with the 69th Battery of the CEF. However, in
September 1918, he transferred to the Canadian Siberian Expeditionary Force and sailed in
February 1919 to Vladivostok, Siberia. Canadian forces were sent to Vladivostok during the Russian
revolution to bolster the Allied presence and keep Russia in the war with Germany. They saw little
fighting—most Canadians remained in Vladivostok doing routine drills and policing duties in the
troubled port city.2¢ In fact, Richard’s service was short. In June 1919, he sailed back to Canada and
was demobilized on 30 June 1919. Five months after his return, he married Jean Irene Jones at
Trinity Methodist Church in Toronto;?7 in 1921, they were living at 36 Maitland in Toronto?28 and
Richard was working with his father in the butcher shop at 1066 Yonge Street.2?
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