
Private Harold Martin©  
Regimental number: 277279 
2nd/7th Battalion, Manchester Regiment 
  
born: 1888–died: 31 July 1917  
 
Private Harold Martin was the eldest child of Thomas Robinson Martin and Elizabeth (née Doherty) 
Martin. Thomas and Elizabeth were married in 1886 in Kendal, Westmorland1 and had 10 
children—nine of whom were still alive in 1911:2 
• Harold (born in 1888)3 
• Esther (born in 1891 but died at the age of 20)4 
• Mary Inman (born in 1892 and died later the same year)5  
• William (born on 11 July 1895)6 
• Charles George (born on 27 September 1897)7  
• Laura (born on 7 September 1899)8 
• Ivy (born on 17 September 1901)9 
• Christina (born on 25 December 1902)10  
• Isaac (born on 8 April 1909)11 
• Barbara (born on 29 April 1910)12 

 
In 1891, the family was living at 47 Church Street, Great Harwood, Blackburn, in Lancashire, where 
Thomas was a general labourer. Ten years later, Thomas was an engine minder at a coal pit and the 
family had moved to 20 Lower Barnes Street, Clayton-le-Moors, in Blackburn. Harold was working 
half-time in a cotton factory.  
 
In 1908, Harold married Lavinia Hocking in Blackburn13 and they had two sons before Harold 
enlisted:  
• Charles (born on 14 July 1909)  
• Clarence (born on 16 December 1911)14 

 
(A third son, Wilfred Martin, was born to Lavinia Hocking on 14 September 1918. Although his birth 
was registered under the name of Martin, no father’s name was identified and, given the date of 
birth, Harold could not have been Wilfred’s father.15)  
 
In 1911, Harold and his young family were living with Lavinia’s parents, James Henry and Amy 
Hocking, at 40 Railway Terrace in Great Harwood, where Harold was a cotton cloth weaver.16  
 
Harold enlisted in the Manchester Regiment in Blackburn, possibly less than a year before his 
death.17 
 
At the end of July 1917, Harold’s battalion was stationed in Belgium and, on 26 and 27 July, were in 
Nieuwpoort, where they were subject to heavy shelling all day. The war diary records that one 
Other Rank (non-officer) was killed (a previous notation said “wounded”) on 26 July and one killed 
on 27 July.18 Perhaps the notation for 26 July was Harold—he was wounded and admitted to No. 1 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station19 on 27 July with gunshot wounds to his ankle and knees and 
burns to his head. He died at 3:30 p.m. on 31 July.20 He was one of 255 soldiers admitted to No. 1 
CCCS on 27 July, when it was stationed in Adinkerke, about 15 kilometres from Niewpoort.21 He 
was buried in Coxyde Military Cemetery on 1 August.  



 
Harold was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).22 
 
Two of Harold’s brothers also served in the Great War. Harold’s eldest brother, William, served 
with the Border Regiment of the Machine Gun Corps (regimental numbers 46576, 18787). He was 
discharged in June 1918 after serving in France and Mesopotamia.23 He was a miner when he 
married Violet Buller, a weaver, on 26 April 1919 in the parish church of Clayton-le-Moors.24 In 
1921, he was living at 56 Lower Barnes Street—a few houses from his parents and brother. He was 
a haulage hand at Altham Colliery Co Ltd but was out of work at the time. Violet was also an out-of-
work cotton weaver at Victoria Manufacturing Co.25 In 1939, he and Violet were living at 86 Dill Hall 
Lane in Church, Lancashire, with four children: Elsie, Ivy May, Harold and Elizabeth. Wiliam was an 
overhead electric crane driver and probably an air raid warden. William died on 28 March 1957 
and Violet five years later. They are both buried in Church and Clayton-le-Moors Cemetery in 
Accrington, Lancashire.  
 
Charles served in the King's Own Royal Lancaster Regiment (regimental number 18364).26 Before 
the war, he was a baker working for the Clayton-le-Moors Cooperative Society. He enlisted in April 
1915 when he was only 17½ years old and survived heavy fighting. He was awarded the Military 
Medal 

For fine leadership and conspicuous gallantry near Gavrelle during the army attacks on 
Arras on the morning of the 28th March, 1918, and during the enemy raid on the same 
sector about 6-0 am on the 2nd April, 1918, he proved himself the finest N.C.O. in his 
company, absolutely fearless and tireless in his efforts and cheerful in every situation, 
by his very example he kept the men in hand on the 2nd April, during the enemy raid he 
vied with the C.S.M. in his energy and dash, turning back the enemy and pursuing them 
for 100 yards beyond our own sap-heads, and rendering valuable assistance in 
restoring the line. His bravery on this occasion was most noticeable.27 

 
Charles was a lance corporal when he was recommended for a commission and was on leave at 
home in the summer of 1918, before entering officers’ training college. On 24 August 1918, he 
married Ann Fearnley in the parish church of Clayton-le-Moors.28 In 1921, he and Ann, with two 
children, were living at 32 Lower Barnes Street, near his parents. Charles was an out-of-work core 
maker moulder. Ann was also out of work as a cotton weaver. The couple’s two children were 
Esther (born on 23 June 1920)29 and Thomas Charles (born on 2 June 1921).30 In 1939, the couple 
was living at 98 Sparth Road in Clayton-Le-Moors when, sadly, their son Thomas died at sea on 9 
June 1940 as a result of his service in the Royal Navy in World War II. Ann died in 197531 and 
Charles in 1980 in Hyndburn and Rossendale, Lancashire.32 
 
After the war, Harold’s parents were still living at 20 Lower Barnes Street with five of their 
children—Laura, Ivy, Christina, Isaac and Barbara. His father was an out-of-work coal miner and 
the three eldest children were cotton weavers, but two were out of work.33 Thomas and Elizabeth 
were still at 20 Lower Barnes Street at the outset of World War II.34 Thomas died ten years later, on 
12 January 1949.35 No information was found on the death of his wife, Elizabeth.  
 
Harold’s pension files show his wife Lavinia living at 40 St Hubert’s Road in Great Harwood.36 At the 
time of the census in 1921, her three sons were at living with Lavinia’s mother at the same 
address.37 Curiously, the census return indicates that both parents of the children were alive, when 
Harold had died six years earlier. Lavinia was not with the children and was probably a visitor at 
the home of Robert Martin at Denn House in Todmorden, Yorkshire.38 Lavinia remarried two years 



later, wedding James Hargreave in Blackburn.39 They had at least one child—a daughter, Mariam, 
born in 1924.40 41 
 
Just before the Second World War, Lavinia and James, two of her sons, Charles and Wilfred, and 
their daughter, Marian, were living at 1 High Street, Rishton, in Lancashire. Lavinia was a shop 
assistant and James was a fire beater and also possibly working with an ambulance auxiliary. 
Charles was the district manager for wireless relay overhead linemen; Wilfred was a shop assistant 
in a gentlemen’s outfitter.42  
 
Five of Harold’s siblings were still living with their parents in 1921. After that, they all married but 
stayed in Lancashire:  
  
• Laura was a weaver when she married John Barnes, a labourer, on 30 July 1934.43 They 

married at All Saints Church in Clayton-le-Moors.  
• Ivy married Moses H. Metcalf in 1924 in Burnley, Lancashire.44 In 1939, they were living at 114 

Sparth Road—on the same street as Ivy’s brother, Charles.45 
• Christina married Percy Seed at Mount Zion Methodist Chapel in Great Harwood on 29 May 

1925.46 They were living in Hyde, Cheshire, in 1939.47 Percy died in 196448 and Christina 
remarried, wedding Cornelius Thompson in 1966.49 She died in Blackburn, Lancashire, 13 
years later.50  

• Isaac married May Howarth in 1936.51 Isaac was a coke grading plant attendant when he and 
May were living in Clayton-Le-Moors in 1939.52 He died there in 1981.53  

• Barbara married her sister’s brother-in-law,54 Thomas E. Metcalfe, in 193155 and, in 1939, 
they were living in St Clayton-Le-Moors, where Thomas was a stone keeper in a colliery.56 
Barbara died in 1975 in Blackburn, Lancashire.57 
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