
Private Harry Morris©  
Regimental number: 53736 
21st Battalion, West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of Wales's Own) 
  
born: 27 September 1899–died: 21 April 1918 
 
Private Harry Morris was the only child of Charles Arthur Morris (born on 9 March 18761) and his 
wife Alice Stanley (born on 31 May 18762). He was born on 27 September 1899 in Thornhill-Lees, a 
district of Dewsbury, Yorkshire, and baptized on 25 October at Holy Innocents Church in Thornhill.3 
 
Charles was a forgeman when he and Alice married on 20 May 1899 at Holy Innocents Church.4 He 
continued in that line of work and, in 1901, the family was living at 19 Dale Street in Thornhill.5 
Alice was a wool blanket weaver. Ten years later, Arthur and Alice were each in the same jobs, but 
the family had moved down the street to 49 Dale Street.6   
 
Harry enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force, joining the West Yorkshire Regiment (Prince of 
Wales's Own), about a year or less before his death.7  
 
In mid-April 1918, Harry’s battalion was stationed at Le Cornet Bourdois—about 50 kilometres 
from Lens in northern France—and was working on the trenches at night. On 16 April, the battalion 
moved to Bushettes, where all three battalion companies were digging new trenches, before 
moving to Chateau de Werppe. Each day, men from the battalion were wounded and killed. On 18 
April there was a strong enemy attack. Although it was beaten off, three men were killed and eight 
wounded in one company, from one shell on their way to work. The following day the work 
continued, but six men were wounded. On 20 April, three soldiers were killed and eight wounded—
one of them might have been Harry.8  
 
Harry was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station9 on 20 April with shrapnel wounds 
to his right thigh and face and a fractured forearm. He died the following day and was buried in 
Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 1, Row D, Grave 3), with the Canadian chaplain Robert K. 

Lambert presiding.10  
 
The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS 
came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.11 On 20 April, 96 soldiers were admitted to 
No. 1 CCCS, bringing the total number of patients to 286. In the whole month of April, there were 46 
deaths at this CCCS.12 
 
Harry’s father asked to have the following inscription included on his son’s gravestone:  
 

TOO DEARLY LOVED 
TO BE FORGOTTEN 

BY LOVING PARENTS 
 
Harry was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).13 

Harry’s parents had lost their only child, aged just 18 years, and then both lived to see another 
world war devastate families. In 1939, Charles was retired and he and Alice were still living at 49 
Dale Street.14 Both of Harry’s parents died during the Second World War—his mother Alice in 
194215 and his father in 1945.16   
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