
Private David Kerr Neil©  
Regimental number: 20674 
1st Battalion, Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders 
  
born: 1897– died: 24 April 1918 
 
Private David Kerr Neil was born in about 1897 in Cockpen, Midlothian, Scotland.1 Both his parents 
came from Midlothian—his father, John, was born in Lasswade in about 18632 and his mother, 
Margaret (née Kerr), in Liberton in 2 January 1874.3 They married in Lasswade in 1895. 
 
David had six younger siblings:  

• James (born in 1898, but sadly died in 1902)4 
• John (born in 1900)5 
• Andrew Kerr (born in 1902) 6 
• Samuel Kerr (born in 1905)7 
• Christina Young (born in 1907)8 
• Isabella (born in 1910)9 

 
His father, John, was a coal miner and, in 1901, the family was living at 8 Portland Square in 
Hamilton, Lanarkshire.10 Ten years later, they were living in Beath, West Fife, Fifeshire, where John 
was a shaftsman in a colliery.11   
 
David probably enlisted in August 191512—just after his 18th birthday—in Cowdenbeath, 
Fifeshire.13 He went to France on 17 November 1915 as a private with the 1st Battalion of the 
Queen's Own Cameron Highlanders.14 
 
On 16 April 1918, David’s battalion was in the field and relieved the 2/5 Battalion of the King’s 
Regiment in a support line15 near Bethune in northern France.16 Two days later the battalion was 
facing heavy enemy bombardment, with the enemy approaching so close to the battalion 
headquarters that staff began to destroy maps and documents. In the end the enemy never reached 
the headquarters. When it appeared that the enemy advance had been stopped, some of the 
battalion went with the Black Watch Regiment to recover some of the lost trenches. This never 
happened because of the lack of artillery support.  
 
Over the next few days, David’s battalion moved from the support line to the front line and back. 
The day he was injured, the battalion was relieved by the 2/5 Battalion of the King’s Regiment and 
went into billets in Noeux-les-Mines.  
 
No evidence was found to explain how David was injured, but on 23 April, he was admitted to No. 1 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station with gunshot wounds to his legs and feet. He died the following 
day and was buried the same day in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 1, Row D, Grave No. 35) 
with the Canadian chaplain Robert K. Lambert presiding.17  
 
The Pernes British Military Cemetery was only set up in April 1918 when No. 1 and No. 4 CCCS 
came to Pernes, driven back by the German advance.18 On 24 April, 77 soldiers were admitted to 
No. 1 CCCS, bringing the total number of patients to 279. In the whole month of April, there were 46 
deaths at this CCCS.19  
 



The chaplain sent a letter to his parents, who were living at 11 East Row, Hill of Beath, Crossgate, 
Fifeshire.  
 
David was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 
1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in 
the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).20 
 
None of David’s brothers were old enough to serve in the Great War. His mother died in 192521 and 
his father probably in 1933.22  
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