
Private George Edwin Osborne©  
Regimental Number: 24589 
3rd Battalion, Machine Gun Corps 
 
born: 1895 - died: 19 May 1918 
   
George Edwin Osborne, son of George and Mary Osborne, was born in the spring of 1895 in West 
Ham, Essex.1 He came from a large family with eight siblings—Ida May (born 1896), Frank William 
(born 1898), Thomas Leonard (born 1899), Albert Victor (born 1901), Ernest William (born 1902), 
Edith Flora (1903), Ralph Leslie (born 1906) and Stanley Walter Neil (born 1910).2 Four other 
siblings had died.  By the age of 15, George was already working as a milk carrier, possibly with his 
father, and living with his family at 199 Brookscroft Rd, Highams Park, Walthamstow.3 

 
George enlisted in Stratford, Essex sometime before 
December 1915.4 He served first with the Essex Regiment 
(Serial No: 2147) and then was a Private in the 3rd 
Battalion of the Machine Gun Corps (Serial No: 24589).5 
He went to France on 1 June 1915.  
 

In 1915, machine gun sections had been removed from 
infantry battalions overseas and formed into machine gun 
companies, one of which was attached to each brigade. In 
1918, four companies were formed into a machine gun 
battalion and one machine gun battalion was attached to 
each division.6 It is possible that George took part in the 
Second Battle of the Somme.          
                                     
George was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Causality Clearing 

Station on 18 May 1918 
with a shrapnel wound penetrating his back.  He lived until the 
next day.  He was just 23 years old when he died on 19 May. He 
was a member of the Church of England and the chaplain 
presiding at his burial the next day was J. K. Tibbits. He was 
buried in the Pernes British Military Cemetery (Grave 3, Plot 1, 
Row F). His mother, who was then living at 199 Fulbourne Rd., 
Walthamstow, Essex, was notified of his death.7 The money owing 
to him after his death (about £25) was sent to his father.  
 
On 18 May, 199 soldiers were admitted to No. 1 Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Station, bringing the total number of patients to 
376.8 In the whole month of May, there were 115 deaths at this 
CCCS – more than in any of the other three and a half months that 
No. 1 CCCS was in Pernes. The Pernes British Military Cemetery 
was only set up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th CCCS came to 
Pernes, driven back by the German advance.9 
 
George was awarded the British Medal (for service overseas 
between 1914 and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an 
operational theatre) and the 1914–15 Star (for service in the war 
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against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).10     
 
George’s younger brother, Frank, followed in his brother’s footsteps. He volunteered in April 1916 
at the age of 18 (although he may have served sometime in 1915). His service began in October 
1916 and ended with the end of hostilities. He began as a “Boy II” and, at the end of his service, was 
a telegraph messenger (Service No. J37414). He appears to have served primarily in shore 
establishments (such as the HMS Impregnable training establishment and the Culver Cliff coastal 
artillery battery). He was discharged in July 191911 and awarded the British and Victory medals.12   
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