Private William Charles Phillip©
Regimental number: 648712
13th Battalion, Canadian Infantry

born: 29 May 1897-died: 17 October 1918

Private William Charles Phillip was a miner in Copper Cliff, near Sudbury, Ontario, when he enlisted
in the Canadian Expeditionary Force on 27 December 1915.1 He had been born in Beith, Ayrshire,
Scotland, on 29 May 1897, the son of William Phillip and his wife, the former Annie Cumming. His
parents, both born in Ayrshire—William Sr. on 11 December 18652 and Annie probably in 18683—
were married in Colyton, Ayr, on 30 September 1887.4

In 1891, Annie was living with her two eldest children—Grace Fraser, born in about 1888,5 and
James, born on 17 December 18896—at 37 Wellington Street in Ayr.” Her husband William Sr., a
miner, was living with Annie’s parents, probably not far from Ayr.8 The couple subsequently had
two more children: Agnes Edgar, born in about 1892,° and William Charles.10 In 1901, the family
was living in Beith,1 although their first child, Grace, was living with her maternal grandparents.12
Ten years later, the family was living in St Quivox, Ayrshire, but only the two sons were at home
with their parents.

The family obviously had an attraction to Canada. When William Jr. and his father went to Canada in
1914, William Sr. indicated that he had been to Canada six years earlier and had stayed for four
years.13 He probably returned to Scotland in about 1912. In 1914, father and son went to Copper
Cliff, where they were both miners.

When William Jr. enlisted in the Canadian Expeditionary Force, he was 5’ 3%” tall and had a dark
complexion, blue eyes and brown hair. Before enlisting, he has served four years in the 97th
Regiment, later known as the Algonquin Regiment.1* When he enlisted, he was a member of the
159th Battalion (1st Algonquins) and left Canada on 31 October 1916 on the SS Empress of Britain,
arriving in England 12 days later. All members of the 159th Battalion were absorbed into the 8th
Reserve Battalion in January 1917 at the Shoreham military camp in Sussex. He transferred to the
5th Battalion of the Canadian Railway Corps in early February 1917 and went to France on 24
February.

Little information was found about William’s service with the 5th Battalion. He was granted 20 days
leave to go to Scotland in February 1918. In April and May of the same year, he faced two charges
related to being absent without leave. As a consequence, he forfeited several days of pay and faced
three days of Field Punishment No. 2.15 At the end of May 1918, he requested a transfer from the
Canadian Railway Corps to the 13th Battalion. It was granted and he joined the new battalion on 2
June, but his stay was short-lived—four and a half months later he died.

His military file indicates that he was missing on 1 October 1918; the chaplains’ journal indicates
that he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station1é on 1 October with gunshot
wounds to his chest.17 Both records concur that he died on 17 October at No. 1 CCCS. He was buried
in Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 8, Row B, (Grave 1) with the Canadian chaplain A. D. Reid
presiding.

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, France. The first burials in the
cemetery took place in March 1917.18 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and



was stationed near Duisans for two months. As a result of the serious and urgent nature of the cases
admitted to No. 1 CCCS, the death rate was high in October—a total of 83 deaths occurred during
the month.1®

William’s brother James also died as a result of his service in the Great War. Like his father and
brother, he was mining in Copper Cliff when the war broke out. He enlisted in the Canadian
Expeditionary Force on 25 September 1914—just two months after the start of the war. He had
previously served for three years with the Royal Scots Fusiliers. On 1 May 1915, he was with the
13th Battalion and went to France. Early in his time in France, he suffered a number of injuries and
illnesses, starting in June of that year with a gunshot wound to his head. In November, he received a
gunshot wound to his left forearm and was sent back to England for treatment. After his discharge
from hospital, he went to work at the Canadian Headquarters and remained in England for the rest
of the war. In March 1918, he was treated for influenza.

On 30 May 1919, he was diagnosed with a mediastinal tumor?2? and an aneurism. He was discharged
from the army in England on 9 August 1919. He went back to Scotland to join his wife, Janet
Fletcher Smith, whom he had married in 1916.21 Although he had been declared “seriously ill”
several times during his service, James survived the war but died of lymphatic carcinoma on 25
August 1919 in the Victoria General Hospital in Glasgow. His death was determined to be “due to
his service.”22

It is difficult to know where both soldiers’ parents were during the war. From the brothers’ service
records, it appears that William’s father was still living in Copper Cliff, while his mother may have
been in Ayr. However, when Agnes married a shepherd, John Murdoch, in Carsphairnars on 25
August 1915, her father William was a watchman and probably living in Scotland.23

In March 1919, a few months after Wllllam Jr.’s death and before James’ death, William Sr. and his

! = F wife travelled across the border from Canada to the
United States, presumably on their way back to Scotland.
They declared their last permanent residence to be Crean
Hill, just to the west of Sudbury.24 No evidence was found
of Annie going to Canada before this. William Sr. died just
months after returning to Scotland, succumbing to aortic
valvular disease on 17 July 1919 in Carsphairnars, 30

miles from Ayr.

William’s mother Annie died in Dalmellington in 1931,25
just two years after her daughter Grace married Robert
Currie Brown, a labourer, on 27 April 1929 in Ayr.26 They
were living in Dalmellington.

William’s mother had erected a stone to commemorate
the deaths of several members of her family—her
husband William Sr., her two sons William and James and
James’ wife, Janet (also known as Hettie).

Phillip’s family gravestdne
Source: Canadian Virtual War Memorial
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