
Sergeant John Robert Bolding  
Regimental Number: 147036 
“A” Special Company, Royal Engineers  
 
born: 1890 - died: 19 May 1918 
 
John Robert Bolding, born in the first half of 1890, was the eldest of eight children born to George 
William and Charlotte Eliza Bolding.1 Two children died in childhood and the six surviving children 
included five sons and one daughter: George William (born 1892), Albert Edward (born 1896), 
Charles (born 1899), Arthur Richard (born 1902) and Charlotte Elizabeth (born 1905). John was 
baptised in St Trinity Church, East Finchley on 6 July 1890,2 where his siblings were also baptised.  
 
The family had lived in East Finchley, London for several generations. His father had done a number 
of jobs in his career: a labourer and caretaker,3 working for a church as a grave digger and an 
agricultural labourer.4  
 
In 1907, when he was 17, John signed attestation papers to join the militia for six years. At the time, 
he was a carman, living at 2 Prospects Cottages, He joined the 5th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers.5 
 
By 1911, John was a barman, working in a public house.6 He enlisted in London for service in World 
War I and initially served as a Private with the 9th Battalion of the Royal Fusiliers (Regimental 
number 1079).7 Later he served as a Sergeant in “G” Special Company of the Royal Engineers 
(Regimental number 147036).8  The Special Companies were created during World War I to 
develop Britain’s response to German gas attacks.9   

 
John joined the theatre of war in France on 1 June 1915. 
Three years later, he was injured and admitted on 29 
April 1918 to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station 
with gun shot wounds to the abdomen. He survived for a 
relatively long time at the Station, only succumbing to 
his wounds on 19 May. He was buried the following day 
in Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot 1, Row F, 
Grave 5) under the chaplaincy of J. K. Tibbits.10  
 
On 29 April, 174 soldiers were admitted to the 1st 
Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, bringing the total 
number of patients to 388.11 John was among the 115 
soldiers who died at this CCCS in May – more than in any 
of the other three and a half months that the 1st CCCS 
was in Pernes. The Pernes British Military Cemetery was 
only set up in April 1918 when the 1st and 4th Canadian 
Casualty Clearing Stations came to Pernes, driven back 
by the German advance.12 
 
John had married Ada Roberts on 24 August 1911 in her 
home parish in Willesden.13 They had three daughters 
over the next four years: Hilda Charlotte (born 1912),14 
Elsie Rhoda, (born 1913, but sadly died at the age of 6 
months)15 and Irene May (born 1915).16 Then in 1918, 
they had a son, John H., born within days or months of 



his father’s death.17 It is not known whether John ever knew that he had a son. His wife, Ada, who 
was living at 16 Prospect Place, Market Place, East Finchley, was informed of his death18 and 
received the monies the army owed John after his death.19 However, tragedy struck the Bolding 
family again only a few months later. John and Ada’s only son, John, died in the first few months of 
1919.20   
 
John was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918), the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 1914-15 Star (for service in the war 
against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).21  
 
John’s wife had the following inscription included on his gravestone:  
 

DEAR JOHN WE MISS YOU 
BUT GOD WHO KNOWS BEST 
HAS CALLED YOU TO REST22 

 
After the war, Ada and her two daughters were still living on Prospect Place.23 Both daughters 
married in Barnet, Middlesex—Hilda marrying Sidney Russon in 193124 and Irene marrying Albert 
G. Greenoff in 1935.25 Ada was still living in East Finchley when she died on 3 October 1960.26 
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