Private Henry Francis Roberts©
Regimental number: 205010
2nd Battalion, King’s Own Yorkshire Light Infantry

born: 9 March 1889-died: 14 July 1917

Henry Francis Roberts, generally called Harry, was the fourth of eight children born to James Arthur
(known as Arthur) Roberts and his wife Ann, née Reynolds.!

Arthur Roberts was born in 1863 in Twyning, Gloucestershire, between Cheltonham and
Worcester, about 5 km north of Tewkesbury; he was the son of William Roberts, a cordwainer.2 (A
cordwainer is a shoemaker who makes shoes from new leather, as opposed to a cobbler, who only
repairs shoes.3) By 1881 Arthur was working himself, employed as a groom for William Warden at
7 Westbourne Road in Edgbaston, a suburb of Birmingham.*

How exactly Arthur met Ann Reynolds is unknown. Ann was born in the village of Ruddington, just
south of Nottingham; she was the daughter of George Reynolds, a framework knitter.5,6,7 By 1881
she too had left home and seems to have been working in the laundry of Knowsley Park, Lancashire,
220 km north of Edgbaston.8 Regardless of how they met, Arthur and Ann were married on 10
December 1883 in St. John the Evangelist Church, Carrington, a suburb of Nottingham.® Arthur and
Ann moved north to the Peak District of Derbyshire more or less immediately after they were
married, because their eldest daughter, Florence Ada, was born in the village of Ashford in the
Water near Bakewell early in 1884.10 All of their subsequent children were also born in Ashford:
William Arthur (b. 1885),11 George Reynolds (b. 1887),12 Henry Francis (b. 1889),13 Martha Amy (b.
1891),14 John Wilfred (b. 1893),15 Ethel May (b. 1895),16 and Arthur Frederick (b. 1900).17
Unfortunately, Arthur and Ann’s eldest son, William, died in 1891 shortly before his sixth
birthday.18

By the time he was in his early 20s, Harry was working on a farm near Hassop,!? just outside of
Ashford. Harry married Edith Alice McEvoy on Christmas Day, 1912 in Brightside, Sheffield,
Yorkshire.20 It is likely that they met through Edith Tupling,2! who worked as a laundry maid at the
same farm as Harry and whose father, William Tupling, boarded with the McEvoy family.22 Harry
and Edith’s son, Arthur Alfred Roberts, was born on 16 July 1914 23 and baptised in the Cathedral of
St. Peter and St. Paul in Sheffield on 2 August 1914,24 practically on the eve of the outbreak of WW 1.

Harry enlisted in the 2nd Battalion of the Kings Own Yorkshire Light Infantry on 23 February
1917.25 He may have volunteered, but he may also have been conscripted, conscription having been
extended to married men in May 1916.26

When exactly Harry was injured isn’t clear. His battalion was in action at Nieuport, Belgium, about
35 km west of Dunkirk, between 5 July 1917 and 12 July 1917 before retiring to a camp behind the
front lines. His injuries were described by the chaplain at No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station
as shrapnel wounds along the spine; it was also noted that both feet were amputated. Harry died on
14 July 191727 and is buried in Grave 838 of the Adinkerke Churchyard Extension in Belgium.28

Harry was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).29



Edith, Harry’s widow, married John T. Mawkes in 191930 and had another son, Eric, a year later.3!
Edith died in January 1931,32 shortly before her 40th birthday, still living in Sheffield where she
grew up.

Some time before the war, Harry’s parents and his two youngest siblings moved south from
Derbyshire to Kent, specifically to Pembury (about 15 min south of Tonbridge), where Arthur
worked as a chauffeur.33 His mother, Ann, died in the spring of 1919.34 Though only speculation, it
is possible that she died of what is commonly but incorrectly referred to as the Spanish flu, given
that it was in its third wave in the spring of 1919.35

Harry’s eldest sister, Florence, married a photographer, Samuel Richard Birley Kitson, also from
Ashford,3¢ in the parish church on 4 September 1907.37 Unfortunately, the couple lost their first
child, a son they called Richard, at birth38 or very shortly thereafter, in 1913, when they were living
in Wolverhampton, Staffordshire.39 Early in 1915, Florence gave birth to their second son, Cyril,
likely in Ashford, because the birth was registered in Bakewell Parish, Derbyshire,40 and when
Samuel enlisted in the Royal Engineers as a sapper on 7 June 191641 his address was Church Street,
Ashford. At some time during Samuel’s absence Florence and Cyril relocated to be near her parents,
because when Samuel was demobilized in July 1919 his address was High Street, Pembury, Kent.42
Florence and Samuel had another child, a daughter named Iris, in 192143 but tragically she was only
a toddler when she died.+* Samuel died in Brighton, Sussex, in July 1957.45 Florence lived to the ripe
old age of 92 before passing away in 1976.46

While Harry’s brother George did not immediately follow his parents to Pembury, he was there
when he married a local girl, Dorothy Helen Ratcliffe, in October 1916.47 George and Dorothy had
three children: a daughter, Freda Joyce, born in 1918 in Kent;*8 and two sons, Eric Arthur, born in
19194 and Kenneth George, born in 1931,50 both in or near London. George died on 25 July 1958,
still in the London area,5! and Dorothy in the fall of 1977, also in the London area.

The fifth of the Roberts children, Martha, married Thomas Caveney in 1921 in Bucklow, Cheshire.52
They too had three children: Lilian Yvonne Barbara, born in 1921,53 Thomas James, born in 1922,54
and Alan, born in 1923.55 All the children were born in Bucklow. Unfortunately, Martha and
Thomas’s son Thomas was killed on 3 March 1943, like his uncle, serving his country. He was a
gunner with Volunteer Reserve 15 Squadron, Royal Air Force Bomber Command.5¢ Martha died in
Macclesfield, Cheshire, in 1960;57 her husband in Bucklow in 1967.58

It appears that Harry’s brother John may also have relocated to Pembury at some point, because in
the summer of 1921 he married Rhona Kathleen Ratcliffe,59 the younger sister of Dorothy
Ratcliffe,50 who had married his elder brother George. The couple were married in Brighton, Sussex,
where they appear to have lived throughout their married life, though their eldest child, a daughter
named Vera Kathleen, was born in Kent in 1922,61 perhaps so Rhona could be close to her family.
Their second child, Dennis John, was born in Brighton in 1923.62 John died in October 1979,63 his
wife having died in February of that year.64

Nothing is known with any certainty about what happened to Harry’s youngest sister, Ethel, except
that, as noted earlier, she moved with her parents to Pembury sometime between 1901 and 1911.65

The last of the Roberts children, Arthur, enlisted in the Royal Navy on 9 September 1918,66 shortly
after his 18th birthday. It does not appear that he ever saw combat, as he died of pneumonia on 4
November 1918.67



Beyond the fact that Henry’s son, also Arthur, was living with his mother, stepfather and half-
brother in Sheffield, Yorkshire, as a child in 1921,¢8 it has not been possible to trace him further, as
there were a number of Arthur Roberts’s (including several with the middle initial “A”) in Yorkshire
during his likely lifetime.
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