
Private Thomas Paul Ross©  
Regimental number: 138206 
11th Battalion, Machine Gun Corps (Infantry) 
  
born: 17 April 1899–died: 6 October 1918 
 
The inscription that Private Thomas Paul Ross’ father had included on his gravestone was:  
 

PEACE PERFECT PEACE1 
 
One can only hope that the family also found peace, having lost at least two sons to the Great War.  
 
Thomas was born on 17 April 1899, the youngest son of Paul and Colina (known sometimes as 
Caroline) (née Ross) Ross of Dornoch, Sutherlandshire, in Scotland.2 Paul (born in about 1861 in 
Rosehall, Sutherlandshire)3 and Colina (born on 9 December 1855 in Kincardine, Ross and 
Cromarty)4 had married on 31 May 1887 in Inverness, Scotland.5  
 
In 1891, the couple and their first three children were living in Rogart, Sutherlandshire, where Paul 
was a ploughman.6 By 1901, they had six children:  
 
• David (born in about 1889) 
• Colin D. (born in about 1890) 
• Gracie (born in about 1891) 
• Georgina E. (born in about 1893) 
• William H. (born in about 1896)  
• Thomas Paul7 

 
In 1911, the family was living in Dornoch, but only three children were still at home.8 
 
Thomas enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force in about February 19179 in Nairn, Scotland. He 
would turn 18 years of age the following April. He appears to have first joined the Gordon 
Highlanders (regimental number 19834), but later served with the Machine Gun Corps.10 The 11th 
Machine Gun Battalion was formed in December 1915 and saw action in the Battle of the Somme in 
1916 and the Battle of Ypres in 1917, when Thomas was probably with the battalion. In February 
1918, the battalion amalgamated with other machine gun companies to form the 4th Machine Gun 
Battalion.11  
 
In October 1918, just over five weeks before the end of the war, Thomas was fatally wounded by a 
bomb. He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station12 on 5 October with wounds to 
his left leg, both hands and right thigh and foot.13 
 
Thomas died the following day and was buried in the British Military Cemetery in Duisans (Plot 7, 
Row B, Grave 27) on 7 October, with the Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding.14 Duisans British 
Military Cemetery is located in Étrun, near Arras, France. The first burials in the cemetery took 
place in March 1917.15 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and was stationed 
near Duisans for two months. As a result of the serious and urgent nature of the cases, the death 
rate was high in October—a total of 83 deaths occurred during the month.16  
 
As his next of kin, his mother was notified of his death by the chaplain.17 



 
Thomas was awarded the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).18 
 
Thomas’ eldest brother David also enlisted in the military. In 1911, he was a lance corporal serving 
in India with the 1st Battalion of the Seaforth Highlanders.19 In October 1914, his battalion landed 
in Marseille for service on the Western Front20 and David’s time with the British Expeditionary 
Force began on 12 October 1914.21 He was a corporal (regimental number 146) when he died on 9 
May 191522 in the Battle of Aubers in northern France. His death is commemorated on Le Touret 
Memorial.23 This battle was disastrous for the British forces—they suffered ten times more 
casualties than the German forces and did not gain any ground.24 David received three medals: the 
British War Medal, the Victory Medal and the 1914–15 Star (for service in the war against Germany 
between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 1915).25 It was perhaps his brother’s death that 
encouraged Thomas to enlist as soon as he was of age. 
 
It is not clear whether Thomas’ brother Colin served in the Great War, but he probably died in 
Dornoch in 1926.26 Georgina, Thomas’ sister, probably died in Dornoch in 1970 and is buried in 
Proncynain Cemetery.27 Nothing more is known about the lives of Thomas’ other two siblings, 
Gracie or William. 
 
Both Thomas’ parents died in Dornoch—his father in 193928 and his mother in 1949.29  
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