
Private William Henry Schaefer© 
Regimental Number: 126278 
1st Canadian Mounted Rifles, Saskatchewan Regiment 
 
born: 18 August 1888–died: 21 April 1918 

Private William Henry Schaefer was born in Milverton, Perth 
County, Ontario, on 18 August 1888,1 the second child and 
oldest son of Henry M. Schaefer and the former Isabella 
McKay. He had an older sister, Dorothy, who was born in July 
18862 and two younger sisters, Ida May (born on 2 May 
18923) and Margaret Isabel (born on 5 May 18964), as well as 
a younger brother, Maurice John (born on 16 August 19005).  
 
William’s paternal grandparents, Conrad and his wife 
Margaret Goppel Schaefer, were born and married in 
Germany. They immigrated to Canada between the birth of 
their first child, Margaret, and their second, Lydia,6 and settled 
in Perth County, Ontario, in 1855. Henry was their third child, 
born on 2 June 1860.7 Conrad was naturalized in 1881.8  
 
William’s mother, Isabella McKay, was born in Michigan, USA, 
on 24 January 1863,9 and baptised in Milverton, Ontario on 1 
January 1865.10 Her father, Josiah McKay, was born in Ontario, 
and her mother, Dorothy Atkins, in England.11 Henry and 
Isabella married on 20 August 1884 in Milverton.12 Dorothy’s 
family immigrated from England before the 1851 Census and 
no immigration information was found. Josiah was born in 
Canada but he and Dorothy must have lived for a while in the 
US because Isabella was born there. There is no record of them crossing the border in either 
direction.  
 
Henry (a tailor like his father before him) and Isabella raised their young family in Milverton. At 
the time of the 1911 Census,13 William was 23 years old and no longer living with the family. He 
could not be found living anywhere in Canada in that census. His obituary noted that he had 
lived in western Canada for a few years.14  
 
In 1914, Henry accepted a position with the local customs department, and the family moved to 
Birmingham Street in Stratford.15 That same year, William moved back east to live with the 
family until he enlisted in the CEF. The Stratford city directory of 191416 indicated that William 
was employed as a plumber. In the following year, he worked as a tinsmith for the Grand Trunk 
Railway before his enlistment.17 He was not entirely new to military life, having served for a 
year in the 28th Perth Regiment, but was no longer a member at the time of his enlistment.18 
 
William’s attestation papers, signed upon his enlistment on 8 September 1915, tell us that 
William was of small stature, standing only 5’ 3½” tall, with a medium complexion, grey eyes 
and dark brown hair. His occupation was listed as tinsmith. He was certified as fit to serve, 
although he was not always in good health during his service.19  
 
He was treated several times for muscle strain, noted in his file as myalgia, and was released 
back to duty within a short time after each occurrence. His last hospitalization with myalgia was 
in October of 1917. William was also repeatedly treated for trench fever during his service. 
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Shortly before Christmas 1917, he was sent briefly to the Canadian Corps Reinforcement Camp 
(CCRC) before rejoining his unit. 
 
Initially assigned to the 71st Battalion of the CEF, William sailed from Halifax on the SS Olympic 
on 1 April 1916, arriving on 11 April. This was the sister ship to the ill-fated Titanic and served 
so well as a troopship in WWI that it became known as “Old Reliable.”20  
 
William embarked for France on 9 June 1916 and was taken on strength of the 1st Canadian 
Mounted Rifles (CMR), and assigned to the Saskatchewan Regiment, also known as the 1st 
Battalion, on 14 June 1916.  
 
The 1st CMR war diary for 14 April 191821 laid out plans for the attack on German front lines in 
the Hill 70 section, with relief troops to arrive on the night of 18/19 April. They were to begin 
another attack at midnight on 22 April 1989.22 William never made it into this battle. 
 
After seeing a lot of heavy fighting over his two years in France, William suffered fatal head 
wounds from shrapnel at Étaples, France, on 21 April 1918 and was taken to the newly 
constructed No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station, where he died of his wounds.23 William 
was interred the following day in the nearby Pernes British Military Cemetery in Plot 1, Row D, 
Grave number 2.24 He was among the first to be interred there, as the cemetery was opened 
when No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station was set up at the location near Pernes.25 In its 
first month of operation, No. 1 CCCS experienced 44 deaths.  
 
Pte William Schaefer is memorialized in the First World War 
Book of Remembrance on page 49726 and in the reading of the 
names of the fallen in the Allward Memorial Project, an audio file, 
in Stratford.27 He was awarded posthumously, the British War 
Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the 
Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).28 He is also 
named on his parents’ headstone in Stratford, as well as his own 
in Pernes, France. 
 
During the time of his service, $20 was sent to his mother every 
month c/o the Customs House where his father worked. In the 
first month, Mrs. Schaefer received $25 before the amendment 
was made. William’s simple military will, dated 5 June 1916, 
bequeathed £10 to Miss Minerva Wreford of London, Ontario. 
Any additional money he might have at the time of death would 
go to his mother. When he died, $49.16 was transferred to 
Ottawa for distribution to his named beneficiaries.  
 
In the 1911 Census, Minerva was 17, living with her brother and grandparents and working as a 
dressmaker in a factory.29 Her mother had died in 189930 and her father remarried in 1908,31 so 
perhaps she was more comfortable living with her grandparents. By the 1921 Census, she was a 
lodger in Stratford and worked as an operator in a dry goods store.32 After many fruitless 
searches, no further records have been found for Minerva. 
 
The two Stratford newspapers, the Stratford Daily Beacon and the Stratford Daily Herald, 
printed the obituaries of local men killed in action. William’s obituary was published on 29 April 
1916, just over a week after his death and a day after his parents were given the sad news.33 
 
William’s parents and all of his siblings outlived him. His mother, Isabel, died of heart disease on 
2 March 1930.34 After her death, Henry lived with his daughter Margaret and her husband 
Harold Wreford.35 Henry died on 24 December 1944, also of heart-related issues.36  
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Dorothy Schaefer married Carson Stewart Sleeman, on 11 April 1906.37 They raised their family 
of five children in Guelph.38 Dorothy passed away in 1955.39 Her husband, Carson, outlived her 
by 13 years. They are buried in Park Lawn Cemetery, in Toronto, Ontario.40 
 
Margaret Schaefer married Harold Taylor Wreford in Stratford on 16 August 1921.41 Harold’s 
sister, Minerva, the former sweetheart of William, was a witness at their wedding. Margaret and 
Harold raised two sons. Margaret was widowed when Harold passed away in September 1963, 
and she died in February 1989. They are buried in Avondale Cemetery, Stratford, Ontario.42 
 
Ida May Schaefer married Herman Schmidt on 23 March 1911 in Wellington County, Ontario.43 
They lived in Stratford with their two daughters.44 Ida died in May 197245 and Herman died in 
November 1977.46  
 
Maurice married Florence Pellar in Stratford on 1 January 1924.47 They lived in Stratford with 
their children.48 Maurice died in 1969,49 and Florence died in 2000.50 They are buried in Forest 
Lawn Memorial Gardens in London, Ontario. 
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