Rifleman Albert John Smith©
Regimental number: S/33682
1st Rifle Brigade, 4th Division

born: 1887-died: 22 April 1918

Private Albert John Smith was born in 1887 in Stafford, Staffordshire, the son of Albert Sr. and Mary
(née Tarlington) Smith. Both parents were born in Stafford—Albert Sr. in about 1840 and Mary the
following year.! They married on 31 July 1870 in Marston, St Leonard, Staffordshire? and would
have nine children:3

Arthur (born in 1871)4
Agnes (born in 1873)5

Ada Minnie (born in 1877)6
Lilian Polly (born in 1879)7
Lizzie (born in 1881)3

Julia (born in 1883)°

Albert John (born in 1887)10
Bertram (born in 1889)11
Gertrude (born in 1892)12

Three children died before 1911, according to that year’s census.13 Arthur died in 189914 and Lizzie
in 1910,5 but it was not possible to confirm a third death.

Just after their marriage, Albert Sr. and Mary were living with Mary’s parents, William and Mary
Tarlington, at 29 Castle Street in Stafford;16 Albert Sr. was a house painter. Ten years later he and
Mary had moved to 2 South Street, still in Stafford.!” In 1891, the family had grown and their eight
children were living at home. Three were now in the workplace: Arthur was a labourer, Agnes, a
domestic servant and Ada, a boot fitter.18 Their last child, Gertrude, was born the following year.

In 1901, the family was at the same address, but only five of the children were living at home. Julia
had joined her sister as a boot fitter.19 Also living on South Street were Albert Sr. and Mary’s
daughter-in-law, Ellen Smith, and her two children, Albert (age 2) and Arthur H. (age 10 months).
Ellen had married the eldest Smith son, Arthur, in 1896 in Stafford;2? it is likely that Arthur died in
Stafford on 4 November 1899.21

In 1911, the family is shown in the census as living at 3 South Street—next door to their previous
address.22 Albert Sr. was now a master house painter and Bertram had become a mechanic. A
granddaughter, Elizabeth Hodgkins (age 11 months), was also living with the family. Elizabeth’s
mother was Lizzie Smith, who had married Edward John Hodgkins (known as John) in 1902. They
had four children—three sons and a daughter23—before Lizzie died in 1910.2¢ While their daughter
was living with her grandparents, John, a railway engine stoker, and their three sons were living as
boarders in the home of Alfred Allsop at 8 Railway Street, Stafford. Two years later, John remarried,
wedding Frances Bailey in 1913.25

Albert was not living with his parents in 1911; he had founded his own family and was living with
his wife’s mother, Henrietta Sanders, at 74 Victoria Road in Longton, Stoke-on-Trent.2¢ Albert had
married Minnie Sanders (born on 8 December 1886)27 in 190928 and, by 1911 they had two
children:



e Gertrude (born on 19 September 1909)2°
e Albert]John (born in 1911 but sadly died before the end of the year)30

They had three more children before Albert enlisted:

e Julia (born on 13 February 1912)
e Bertram (born on 7 September 1914)
e Dorothy Mary (born on 20 October 1915)3t!

Their last child, Albert John, was born on 22 January 1918, just months before Albert died.32

In December 1913, Albert had the sad task of cutting down the body of a neighbour who had
committed suicide.33 John Frederick Todd, 74 years of age and living at 1 South Street, died on 2
December. He had been in poor health and, while his wife was out for a short period, he hanged
himself from a hook in the ceiling of his lobby. Mrs. Todd called Albert to assist. The inquest, held a
few days later, pronounced a verdict of “suicide while temporarily insane”—probably caused by his
illness. The inquest foreman expressed sympathy to the widow and described them as a “Darby and
Joan” couple—a proverbial phrase for a loving, old-fashioned and virtuous married couple, content
to share a quiet life of mutual devotion.34 Perhaps John Todd was not as content as others thought.

In December 1916,35 Albert enlisted in Stafford as a rifleman in the 1st Battalion of the Rifle
Brigade.3¢ Before enlisting he was working with his father as a house painter. It appears that he did
not go to France until the beginning of 1918—just four months before his death.3”

In April 1918, his battalion was stationed in Lannoy, near Roubaix, in northern France.38 The day
before he was injured, there was intermittent shelling of bridges throughout the day as his
battalion, with others, prepared for an attack the following morning. At 5 a.m. on 22 April, the
battalion’s artillery put down a heavy barrage and the infantry advanced. Initially, the enemy’s
response was not as intense as expected, but it increased during the day. It is likely that Albert was
injured by that response. He was probably one of 100 other ranks (non-officers) injured during the
month.

He was admitted to No. 1 Canadian
Casualty Clearing Station on 22 April
with shrapnel wounds to his abdomen
and right arm. He died the same day
and was buried the following day in
Pernes British Military Cemetery (Plot
1, Row D, Grave No. 18) with the
Canadian chaplain Robert K. Lambert
presiding.3?
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The chaplain sent a note to a friend, identified only as “Ted,” living at 72 Marston Road, Stafford.*2
This was probably Edward Cox (born in Staffordshire in 1833), a goods foreman for the Great
Northern Railway and Albert’s brother-in-law.43 Albert’s sister Julia had married Edward Cox at the
Wesleyan Methodist Chapel in Stafford in 1912.44

Albert was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).4> He is also remembered on the
cenotaph war memorial dedicated to the men of Meir and Longton.4¢

After the war, Albert’s wife and children were living at 12 North Castle Road in Stafford.4” Two
years after the end of the war, Minnie remarried, wedding Joseph Bryan in Stoke-on-Trent.*8 In
1939, Minnie, by then widowed for a second time, was living at 13 Colclough Road, Meir in Stoke-
on-Trent. Two of Albert’s children were living with her.4® Minnie probably died in 1966, still in
Stoke-on-Trent.50

Little is known about his children after the war. Gertrude married Frank Amson, an oven worker in
a pottery, in 193351 and, in 1939, they were living at 90 Station Road in Stoke-on-Trent, with one
son, Ronald.52

Little information can be provided about Albert’s siblings—Smith is a common name and it is
difficult to connect any information found to Albert’s family. The exception is Arthur, Albert’s eldest
brother.

Arthur married Ellen Pell in 1896 in Stafford.53 In 1901, Ellen and her two sons were living with
Arthur’s parents.5* Ellen was a widow—Arthur had probably died on 4 November 1899.55 Their two
sons were born in Eastbourne, Sussex: Albert in 189956 and Arthur in about June 1900.57

In 1921, Albert’s father was still living at 3 South Street with his granddaughter, Elizabeth.58
Eizabeth’s brother Alfred was with their father and his new wife, Frances, in Staffordshire.5°

Albert’s father died in 1925,6° having outlived Albert’s mother Mary, who died on 21 April 1919, at
the age of 69. Her death was announced in the Staffordshire Newsletter a few days later.6! She died
one year less a day after her son Albert. Two years later, the family put a memorial announcement
in the same newspaper acknowledging Mary’s death and that of her son, Albert:

Sadly we miss them and try not to grieve,

A little while longer and we too must leave;

To meet them we love on that beautiful shore
Where parting is unknown and life’s evermore.62
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