Private William Llewellyn Thomas©
Regimental number: 34133
1/5th Battalion, Prince of Wales’s Volunteers (South Lancashire) Regiment

born: 1877-died: 23 April 1918

Note: The names Thomas and Williams are very common in Wales. In fact, they were the second and fourth
most common names in Wales in 1853. (“Surnames in Wales, Ireland, Cornwall Genealogy, Isle of Man -
International Institute,” FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/: accessed 21 August 2023). Every
attempt have been made to ensure that information on family members is correct, but it is possible that names
have been mixed up.

Private William Llewellyn Thomas was the third child and first son of William Llewelyn Thomas
and his wife, the former Martha Williams.! William Sr., who was born in Swansea, Wales, in about
18472 and Martha, born on 22 July 18463 in Llanelli, Wales,* were married on 24 December 1872 at
the parish church of Llanelli in Dafen, Carmarthenshire, Wales.5

They had eight children, all born in Llanelli:

Martha Ann (born on 5 May 1874)¢

Sarah Jane (born on 15 November 1875)7

William Llewellyn (born in 1877)8

Elizabeth Gertrude (born in 1879, but sadly died at the age of 16 months)?

David Arthur (born in 1880 and baptized on 13 July 1880)10

Elizabeth Ethel (born on 26 August 1881)11

Winifred May (born on 1 May 1885)12

Thomas Ilityd (sometimes known as Thomas, sometimes as Illtyd) (born on 30 November
1887)13

William's father was a joiner and carpenter. In 1881, the family was living at 2 Railway Terrace in
Llanelli and 10 years later on Pentrepoeth Road. By 1901, William'’s sisters were in the workplace—
Ann was a dressmaker and Ethel and Winnifred, school teachers. William himself had joined his
father as a joiner and carpenter. In 1911, William was still living at home in Wenvoe House on
Pentrepoeth Road; his sister Sarah had also become a dressmaker and his youngest brother, a
blacksmith’s striker. All members of the family living there were able to speak both Welsh and
English.14

William probably enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force in about April 1916.15 He served first
with the Royal Welsh Fusiliers (regimental number 43052) but, at some point, transferred to the
1/5th Battalion of the Prince of Wales’s Volunteers (South Lancashire) Regiment.16

In April 1918, Wiliam’s battalion was in the field northeast of Lens in northern France.l” The
battalion saw action with heavy shelling and numerous casualties in the middle of April. However,
the day on which William may have been injured was described in the unit’s war diary as a “normal
day with usual shelling.” William was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station on 23
April with gunshot wounds that penetrated his back. He died the same day and was buried the next
day in Pernes Military Cemetery (Plot I, Row D, Grave 30) with the Canadian chaplain G. C. Easum
presiding.!8
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When William was at No. 1 CCCS, the station and the military cemetery had just been set up, two
Canadian casualty clearing stations having been pushed back to Pernes by the German advance.1?
William was one of 2140 admissions and 46 deaths at the station that month.20

The chaplain sent a letter to his father, who later requested the following inscription on his
gravestone:

REST IN PEACE
HIS DUTY DONE?21

William was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).22

William's father died on 21 March 1925 at home in Wenvoe House.23 In 1939, William’s mother was
an invalid, living with her daughter and son, Sarah and Ilityd, at 17 Pentrepoeth Road in Furnace,
Llanelli.2¢ Martha likely died the following year, at the age of 93.25

[t is uncertain if either of William's brothers served in the military. If they did, at least Illtyd
survived the war. He was living with his mother and sister in 1939 in Llanelli.

Three of William'’s four sisters married—two of them to men with the surname Thomas.

e Martha Ann married David Thomas, a clerk at a copper works, on 27 December 1902 in the
parish church of Holy Trinity in Felinfoel, Carmarthenshire. In 1939, she and David were living
at 4 Penallt Terrace in Llanelli.

e Sarah Jane did not marry and, in 1939, was living with her mother and brother.2¢ She died on
11 March 1965 and is buried in Holy Trinity Churchyard in Felinfoel, with her brother Thomas
Mltyd.27

o Like her sister Martha, Elizabeth Ethel married at Holy Trinity in Felinfoel. She wed Thomas
Sydney Edwards, a draper, on 14 April 1906. In 1911, they were living at 54 Penallt Terrace in
Llanelli, with two sons and a daughter.28 In 1939, they were living at 11 Charles Terrace in
Llanelli.2? Elizabeth died in 1978 at the age of 96.30

e Winifred May married at Holy Trinity in Felinfoel —wedding Richard Eldridge Handel Thomas,
arefiner, on 2 March 1905.31 She and Richard were living at 3 Cwm Terrace, Llanelli, in 1939.32
Winnifred probably died in Llanelli in 1963.33
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