Gunner Ernest Victor Walker®©
Regimental number: 22695
Anti-Aircraft Brigade, Royal Marine Artillery

born: 24 May 1897-died: 31 July 1917

Gunner Ernest Victor Walker, born on 24 May 18971 and baptized six weeks later at St Thomas
Church, in Manchester, Lancashire, was the son of James and Eliza Jane Walker.2 James, a clerk, had
married the former Eliza Jane Hanson at St Thomas’ on 5 June 1895.3 Their second son, Albert, was
born nearly two years after Ernest, on 20 April 1899.4 Sadly, his mother died at home at 33
Sunderland Street, Harpurhey, Manchester, on 6 May as a result of childbirth complications:
puerperal septicemia and peritonitis.5 Probably because of the loss of his mother, Albert was only
baptized on 17 January 1906 at St Stephen’s Church in Harpurhey.

In 1901, James and his eldest son were living with his parents, Robert and Martha Walker, at 9
Archer Street in Manchester, along with six of James’ siblings.¢ James was a yarn agent and
warehouseman. His younger son, Albert, just 2, was probably staying with a neighbour from the
family home in Harpurhey—Frank and Helen Tetlow at 31 Sunderland Street.”

James remarried, wedding Susan Elizabeth Consterdine on 18 May 1907 at Christ Church in
Harpurhey.8 In 1911, the family—]James, his second wife, the two boys and a cousin—were living at
14 Baywood Street in Harpurhey.®

On 30 August 1916, Ernest, aged 19, enlisted as a private in the Royal Marine Artillery (RMA). In
1917, he became a gunner in the Anti-Aircraft Brigade and joined the “B” Battery.10

The RMA, established in 1804, was not part of the British Army.!! It was, and remains, a separate
unit of the British armed forces, although it served as part of the army in the field. In October 1914
the RMA was reorganized to provide two artillery brigades for the Western Front: one became an
anti-aircraft unit and the second was the Howitzer Brigade. The Anti-Aircraft Brigade first went
overseas in April 1915, with Ernest’s battery, “B” Battery, arriving on 14 April and firing its first
shells near Dunkirk on 28 April.

The brigade remained in northern France and Belgium for the period of the Great War. Ernest was
in the area of Nieuwpoort, Belgium, when there was a major enemy offensive in the area. The
enemy made extensive use of mustard gas and then blew up a large ammunition dump. Ernest
received recognition for this work in rescuing wounded from this attack.12
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was buried the next day in Coxyde Military Cemetery (Plot 3, Row A, Grave 15).



His father requested this inscription for his gravestone:

UNTIL THE DAY BREAKS
AND THE SHADOWS FLY AWAY1e

Ernest was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914 and
1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).1?

After the war, Ernest’s father, stepmother and brother were living at 109 Ingleton Road in
Stockport, Cheshire, where James was now an employer and son Albert was working for him at
James Walker & Co., cotton yarn agents.!8 The company was at 85 Corporation Street, Manchester.
Ernest’s parents were still living at 109 Ingleton Road just before the Second World War.19 His
father was at the same address when he died on 20 May 1946 at the Shaw Heath Hospital in
Stockport.20

Ernest’s brother, Albert, had also served in the Great War and also in the RMA.2! He enlisted on 28
April 1917, immediately after his 18th birthday and three months before his brother’s death. Albert
followed a similar path to his brother—he was promoted to a gunner a year into his service—but
he survived and was demobilized in July 1919. He was awarded the British War Medal (for service
overseas between 1914 and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).22

Albert married Dorothy M Preston in 193023 and, in 1939, they were living at 31 Eldon Road in
Stockport with their daughter, Audrey.2 Albert was a cost accountant for an electrical engineering

firm. It is not known when he died.
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