
Private George Harold Walker©  
Regimental number: 12682 
7th Battalion, Lincolnshire Regiment 
  
born: 1889–died: 26 March 1916 
 
Private George Harold Walker was born in 1889 in Sheffield, Yorkshire, the son of Joseph Walker 
and his wife, Lydia.1 Joseph was born in about 1848 in Worksop, Nottinghamshire, and Lydia (née 
Slowe) in about 1849 in Sheffield.2 They married in the Cathedral Church of St Peter & St Paul in 
Sheffield on 27 September 1875.3  
 
George was the last of the eight children (seven sons and one daughter) they had together. Lydia 
had a daughter, Bertha, in 1866, before her marriage to Joseph.4 The children they had together 
were:  
 
• John Charles (born in 1876)5 
• Frederick Walter (born on 9 January 1878)6 
• Joseph Leopold (born on 3 March 1880)7 
• Albert Johnson (born in 1881, but died at the age of 5)8 
• Constance Louise (born in 1883)9 
• Tom Edwin (born on 31 July 1885)10 
• Colin Victor (born in 1887, but died at the age of 2)11 
• George Harold 

  
Just after George’s birth, the family was living at 36 Minna Road in Sheffield, where his father was a 
provision merchant. Bertha, who was then 24, and the couple’s son John were probably working 
with him—Bertha as a clerk and John as an assistant.12  
 
Ten years later, the family was living at 261 Pitsmoor Road in Sheffield and now sons Frederick and 
Joseph were working for their father.13 George’s father, Joseph, died on 25 October 1908 in 
Sheffield.14 In 1911, George and his mother were living at 101 Montgomery Road, where George 
was a furnishing draper’s assistant.15  
 
George probably enlisted at the beginning of the war in about September 191416 and joined the 7th 
(Service) Battalion of the Lincolnshire Regiment.17 At the beginning of the Great War, the regiment 
had two regular battalions, one militia battalion and two territorial battalions. The 7th Battalion 
landed at Boulogne as part of the 51st Brigade in the 17th (Northern) Division on 15 July 1915 and 
George was with them.18  
 
In late March 1916, his battalion moved to Armentières, where it replaced the 4th Battalion of the 
Middlesex Regiment in the trenches. The battalion’s war diaries do not reflect the activities carried 
out over the next few days but, during a period to 27 March when the battalion was relieved by the 
10th Battalion of the Sherwood Foresters, one Other Rank was killed and eight more were 
wounded.19 George may have been one of these. He died of wounds to his abdomen on 26 March at 
No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station,20 which was stationed 12 kilometres away in Bailleul.21 
George may have been one of only four patients admitted that day.22 
 
 



A letter was sent to his mother, who was living at 101 Montgomery Road in Sheffield, to notify her 
of her son’s death.23 George was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service 
overseas between 1914 and 1918), the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre) and the 
1914–15 Star (for service in the war against Germany between 5 August 1914 and 31 December 
1915).24 
 
At some point, George had married. It was his wife, Marjorie (born on 19 October 1894), who 
received a pension after his death.25 No evidence of their marriage or Marjorie’s life after the war 
was found.  
 
Less than two years after George’s death, his mother died. She was living on Thornfield Road in 
West Park, on the outskirts of Leeds, when she died on 18 January 1918.26  
 
George’s eldest sister Bertha married William Cuthbert Little on 8 September 1904 in Pitsmoor, 
near Sheffield.27 Sadly, she would die just over three years later, on 10 November 1907.28 
 
George’s three eldest brothers—John, Frederick and Joseph—all followed their father as provisions 
merchants.  
 
John married Ann Margaret While in 1900 in Birmingham, Warwickshire,29 and a year later they 
were living in Sheffield.30 Their son, John Jr., was born in 1904 and the family was living at 72 
Sandford Grove in Sheffield in 1911.31 No evidence was found for the death of either John or his 
wife. 
 
Frederick married Sarah Ann Gwenllian Gibbon in 191032 and they were living at 76 Sandford 
Grove, just doors away from John and his family.33 In 1939, they were at 86 Osborne Road, 
Sheffield,34 which is where Frederick died on 29 September 195535 and his wife just 11 months 
later.36  
 
Joseph married Mary Waddington on 18 July 1907 in Boroughbridge, Yorkshire.37 Four years later 
the family was living at 30 Westwood Road in Sheffield.38 By 1939, they had moved to Chapel-En-
Le-Frith in Derbyshire.39 They had at least two sons—Stanley Cuthbert, born in 190840 and Joseph 
Harvey, born in 191541—both of whom served in World War II.42 Joseph Jr. lost his life in May 
1940.43  
 
Constance married Harold Waddington, a commercial traveller, in 1906, in the parish church of 
Roundhay, St John, in Yorkshire.44 In 1911, they were living at Clithington Lane Pool near Leeds, 
Yorkshire.45 By 1939, they were living with their daughter46 and her husband, Francis Franklin.47 
Constance died in hospital in Leeds on 12 July 1946.48  
 
It is not clear what became of George’s brother Tom. He was not with the family in 1901 and no 
clear evidence of his life after that was found. He may have been in the merchant navy,49 but these 
records could not be definitely linked to this family.  
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