Private Bernard Vincent Wellstead®©
Regimental number: 236126
2nd Battalion, East Lancashire Regiment

born: 1898-died: 16 October 1918

Private Bernard Vincent Wellstead® was the only son of Sidney Wellstead and his wife Ellen Jane.
His birth was registered in Wolverhampton, Staffordshire, in 18982 and he was baptized on 7
December 1898 at Holy Trinity Church in Heath Town, a town a mile northeast of Wolverhampton.3

Bernard’s father was Sidney Lock Wellstead (born on 12 August 1865+ in Kingston, Dorset5).
Sydney married Ellen Jane Lock (born on 22 November 1862¢ in Dorchester, Dorset?) on 20 April
1890 at St Luke’s Church in Wolverhampton, when they were living at 13 Bromley Street, just a few
blocks away.8

This was Ellen’s second marriage. Ellen Jane Riggs had married Francis Henry Lock on 24 December
1883 in Cheselborne, Dorset,? and had two children—Francis William, born in 1884,10 and Elsie
Gertrude, born in 1886.11 Sadly, Francis died soon after birth.12 No evidence was found for the
death of Ellen’s first husband before her marriage to Sidney Wellstead.

Although Sidney indicated on his 1911 census return that he and his wife had had five children, all
living, 13 they had, in fact, had eight children, although three of them died before 1911:

e Unnamed female (born in 1891, but died the same year)14

e Beatrice Louise (born in 1892, but died on 17 August 1892 at the age of 1 month)15

Sidney Lock (born in 1893, but died at the age of 1 month and was buried on 9 August 1893 at
Holy Trinity Church)?é

Violet (born in 1894)17

Beatrice Louise (born in 1896)18

Bernard Vincent

Nellie Matilda (born in 1901)19

Mona Lock (born on 16 February 1904)20

No evidence was found to indicate where Sidney and Ellen were living in the months after their
marriage, but Ellen’s first daughter Elsie was living with her maternal grandparents, Thomas and
Mary Ann Riggs in Dewlish, Dorset.2! In 1901, the family was living at 228 Staveley Road in
Wolverhampton, where Sidney was a brewer’s labourer.22 Ten years later, they were at 6 Chequers
Street in Penn Fields, Wolverhampton.23 Elsie had remained on Staveley Road, as a boarder at the
neighbour’s house at number 229. She was working as a painter on glass.24

Bernard enlisted in the British Expeditionary Force in about January 1917.25 He first served in the
Manchester Regiment (regimental number 303056) and then, at some point, transferred to the 2nd
Battalion of the East Lancashire Regiment.26

In early October 1918, the 2nd Battalion was in the field in northern France. On 14 October, the
battalion’s war diary notes “Enemy very troublesome with his artillery.”27 That may have been the
day Bernard was wounded, as he was admitted to No. 1 Canadian Casualty Clearing Station28 on 14
October with gunshot wounds and a fractured skull. According to the No. 1 CCCS chaplains’ journal,
Bernard died the same day, although other military records indicate that he died on 16 October.



Bernard was buried in the Duisans British Military Cemetery (Plot 7, Row C, Grave 92) with the
Canadian chaplain W. Fisher presiding.2°

Duisans British Military Cemetery is located in Etrun, near Arras, France. The first burials in the
cemetery took place in March 1917.30 No. 1 CCCS arrived at the beginning of September 1918 and
was stationed near Duisans for two months. As a result of the serious and urgent nature of the cases
admitted to No. 1 CCCS, the death rate was high in October—a total of 83 deaths occurred during
the month.31

Bernard was awarded posthumously the British War Medal (for service overseas between 1914
and 1918) and the Victory Medal (for service in an operational theatre).32 His mother requested the
following inscription for his gravestone:

EVER IN THE THOUGHTS
OF MOTHER, DAD AND SISTERS33

Both of Bernard’s parents lived into their 80s and saw another world war: his father died in 1949,
at the age of 83,34 and his mother the following year, aged 87.35 However, little can be confirmed
about the lives of Bernard'’s sisters after the war—except his youngest sister.

Bernard’s eldest surviving sister, Violet, may have married Harold J. Box in King’s Norton in
Warwickshire, in 1914,36 but the evidence that she did, in fact, become Violet Box is not certain.

The sister born just two years before Bernard, Beatrice, probably married Leonard C. Sheasby in
Wolverhamton in 1920,37 but no evidence was found to confirm this was the correct marriage. This
was also the case for his sister Nellie, who may have married Albert E. Williams in 1926.38

The youngest of the Wellstead siblings, Mona, married Arthur L. Jeavons in Wolvershampton in
1930.39 Sadly, Arthur died just six years later.40 In 1939, Mona was living with her parents at 6
Chequers Street. Harold L. Willis, a pharmaceutical department manager and air raid protection
officer, was boarding with them.4! Mona married Harold in 1945 in Brentford, Middlelsex.42 She
died on 2 December 1956 in Wolverhampton.43
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